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Where: i The 
Disunity?® 


Repeat a statement often enough and a growing 
number of people begin to accept the statement as 
fact. We are hearing repeated statements having 
to do with the “disunity of the churches.”’ 


But, is the statement true? While there are great 
diversities within the Church of Jesus Christ these 
diversities do not necessarily mean disunity. 


Also, the “disunity’”’ about which we hear so 
much has to do with denominational differences 
which are spoken of as the “scandal of Christen- 
dom.” But, these ardent spokesmen for the ‘“unity”’ 
of the churches are not talking about spiritual unity, 
they are talking about organizational matters, some- 
thing entirely different. 


Actually, the scandal of Christendom is not de- 
nominational differences, for the readers of this 
editorial know that by and large the denominations 
of their communities live together in peace and 
recognize each other as Christians and as workers 
together in God’s Kingdom. The scandal of Chris- 
tendom actually is to be found in that group of men 
who belittle the great Christian doctrines having to 
do with the integrity and authority of the Scriptures 
and with the Person and work of our Lord. The 
scandal of Christendom is the amazing lack of con- 
victions on the part of those who substitute outward 
organization for spiritual oneness. 


We call the attention of our readers to this mat- 


ter because we are becoming tired of hearing about. 


the “disunity of the churches.’ Except for fringe 
extremists disunity simply does not exist as it is 
being portrayed by some. 
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examined. Why? Because it is not a 


Insofar as the ecumenical movement envisions a 
corporate witness to the world of the oneness of 
Christians in Christ, of the verities of the Christian 
faith and of the need of all for God's redeeming 
love in Christ it has its very definite place and need 
but there is something sinister in this constant urge 
for a great ecclesiastical organization. This talk of 
“presenting a united front to the world” needs to be 
“united front’ 
on Christian truth that is envisioned but the use 
of the name and influence of the Church for social 
and political purposes; the use of the Church, by 
a relatively few individuals, to further a philosophy 
of the Church and the social order which may be 
widely at variance with the views held by other 
Christians of equal devotion, piety and spiritual 
vision. 


The Church of Jesus Christ needs a mighty out- 
pouring of the revitalizing power of the Holy Spirit, 
a work in the hearts and lives of individuals which 
will send them out into the world and the social 
order of which they are a part to live as Christians. 
Ecclesiastical influence has its place, but the greatest 
need is redeemed lives. To that end let us pray 
that there shall be an increasing emphasis on preach- 
ing Christ and His power to transform the in- 


dividual. 


Hearsay Faith 


The writer takes no credit for the thought ex- 
pressed in this editorial. Several years ago he wrote 
an editorial entitled ‘“God Has No Grandchildren,” 
in which the same idea was developed. But recently, 
on the same day, from a sermon and from a con- 
versation with an elder of long standing, there was 
expressed a deep concern over the lack of an ap- 
parent personal experience with Christ on the part 
of so many who are connected with the Church. 
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Background can be a rich heritage. The value 
ond blessing of Christian parents and Christian 
homes can never be overestimated. But, we cannot 
and do not inherit our faith from our parents. Just 
as every generation comes into this world through 
the process of natural birth, so each succeeding 
generation comes solely through the new birth. 


Godly ancestors, illustrious and outstanding in 


their contribution to the Church, can be sources of | 


inspiration and affectionate regard. But, our rela- 
tionship to Jesus Christ depends, not on our fore- 
fathers but on our own personal experience with 
and commitment to Him. 


A Christian environment, in the home, in the 
Church, even active participation in the program of 
the Church are not the means of salvation. Passing 
from spiritual death to spiritual life comes in no 
other way than through the gateway of repentance 
toward God and faith in Jesus Christ. 


We hear of Christ by word of mouth; by the un- 
spoken witness of dedicated lives; by the testimony 
of His Word, but our faith must not be a hearsay 
faith. God uses these various means to bring us to 
Christ but for our faith to become valid there must 
occur a supernatural transaction in our lives, a rec- 
ognition of, a surrender to Jesus, the eternal Son 
of God. This is not necessarily a cataclysmic ex- 
perience. For many who are raised in a Christian 
environment the experience is so gradual that one 
never remembers when the actual transaction took 
place. But, at some time in our lives we must come 
to the point of decision, where with our mature 
minds and hearts we realize that we have already 
taken Him fully for what He is, our Lord and 
Saviour, or when we make the most important de- 
cision of life to receive Him at that moment. 


Only a few weeks before his death, in a conversa- 
tion with the beloved Dr. Robert Lapsley of Roa- 
noke, Virginia, he said to the writer: ‘I am abso- 
lutely convinced that the matter of a definite deci- 
sion, an outward and public acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour, is a religious and psychological necessity. 
In our emphasis on a program, particularly for 
Young People, we have often woefully failed in 
this respect.” 


Finally, until there is the personal experience 
with Christ, our religion, at best, is but a form, 
there is no power, no reality, no forcefulness. 


Hearsay faith can be a necessary step towards 
entrance into an experience of God’s redeeming and 
transforming power in Christ Jesus, but it must 


lead on to the experience of the Samaritans who 
said, “Now we believe, not because of thy saying: 
for we have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.” 


Job’s experience must also be ours: “J have heard 
of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and re- 
pent in dust and ashes.” —L.N.B. 


Control By “Experts” 


The following information, so startling and also 
so very revealing, has been forwarded to this Jour- 
nal by a layman who vouches for its accuracy. 


The Board of Pensions of the U. S. A. Presby- 
terian Church, located in Philadelphia has, during 
the past year, sent an “expert,” Mr. J. Parks Lee, 
to visit all of the orphanages and similar institutions 
in our church. 


Following these visits the suggestion came from 
Philadelphia that Mr. Lee might serve all three 
large Presbyterian denominations as Executive Di- 
rector of our institutions. 


The suggestion has been declined, but the interest 
in our existing work and the willingness to take 
over its oversight is the handwriting on the wall 
for all who wish to read it and to ponder its signifi- 
cance. 

We make the guess that laymen in South Caro- 


lina who knew of this registered their reaction in 
the Presbyteries concerned. 


“Determining The Bounds 


Of Their Habitation” 


Rev. J. S. Robinson, Greer, S. C. 


At the recent meeting of the Synod of South 
Carolina the report of the Committee on Christian 
Relations dealt largely with the question of segre- 
gation. There were some fine ghings in the report 
which I recognize and commend. 


However, there were some things I did not like. 
We had to listen to a list of fifteen questions, some 
apropos, some not, taking us severely to task for 
some things of which I don’t feel guilty. The idea 
of the writers seemed to be that all of us have been 
so guilty of mistreating the colored people that we 
need to be heartily ashamed of ourselves, and there- 
fore should bitterly repent. It is true that some have 
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mistreated the Negro people, and for that I make 
no excuse. But some of us have some good colored 
friends whom we have lived with and whom we 
have befriended and by whom we have been be- 
friended and whom we love. I resent the way in 
which we were “raked over the coals” with this 
barrage of harassing questions. 


I wish to answer one of these questions, namely, 
“What is the teaching of the Bible regarding the 
so-called races of man and their relationships to 
each other?”’ One of the passages most often quoted 
in this connection is Acts 17:26 where we read, 
“God made of one all nations of men to dwell on 
all the face of the earth.” That fact is obvious. But 
this is one of those passages often misquoted, 
and the rest of the verse says, “And hath deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and the bounds 
of their habitation.”’ 


In my humble opinion the report did not touch 
the heart of the segregation question as it relates 
to the South, namely, social life and intermarriage. 
The fact that God set the bounds of the nations 
shows that He knew that it was best for them not 
to intermingle socially. The ways, thoughts, and 
habits of some people are diverse from others. We 
must differentiate as to nationality in social life 
that may lead to intermarriage. It is not a question 
of equality, but a matter of compatibility. I believe 
that Acts 17:26 has a local as well as a national 
application. Certainly we should be kind and gra- 
cious to all races of people, seeking to give them 
the Gospel that they might be saved. But evidently 
the Lord never intended a union of the races in 
domestic life. “Physical separation and _ spiritual 
union” is the best formula for race relationships. 


The late Dr. R. A. Torrey, speaking of the inter- 
marriage of persons of different nationalities, as of 
a white person to a Negro, said, “I certainly do not 
believe in it. Such marriages will involve the per- 
sons in difficulties that will hinder, if not absolutely 
prevent, their largest usefulness for Christ. Such 
a marriage will certainly bring great misery to the 
resultant offspring.” 


CREEDS 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Professor of Philosophy in Butler University 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


This is the second in a series of articles by Dr. 
Clark, written for the JOURNAL. 


Today many church leaders consider creeds as 
obstacles to ecumenical union. It would please such 
men to hand over the discussions of credal differ- 
ences to those impractical fuddy-duddies, the theo- 
logians, while they themselves made the important 
organizational arrangements by which the right peo- 
ple would get the prominent positions. 
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Besides these ecumaniacs there are other more 
humble people who sincerely believe that the adop- 
tion of a creed is an act of ecclesiastical presumption. 
Therefore several denominations have no creed. 
Then there are others who regard creeds, not as 
necessarily presumptuous, but as unnecessary. This 
would be the attitude of those who, though their 
zeal is unquestioned, find creeds intellectually 
heavy. 


An evangelist I heard a year ago seems to be an 
instance of both these latter types. In his appeal to 
the unsaved he said that first they must repent, then 
they must have faith in Christ, and finally they 
must be born again. Since his denomination has no 
creed, no rule of his church forbids him to preach 
in this way. But had he been a Presbyterian, he 
would have been sailing under false colors, for I 
take it that no intelligent and honest Presbyterian 
would preach that faith and repentance precede re- 
generation. 


However, it is to be feared that not all Presby- 
terians are both intelligent and honest. There are 
those who regard the Westminster Confession as a 
meaningless form to which lip service is paid at 
ordination. In the Presbyterian Church in the U. 
S. A. on several occasions candidates for the minis- 
try, when examined by Presbytery, have doubted or 
denied the Virgin Birth, the Resurrection, the ex- 
istence of Satan and hell—not to mention effectual 
calling and the perseverance of the saints—and yet 
the Presbytery voted to ordain them, and they pro- 
fessed in words their adherence to the Confession 
they had just contradicted. 


No one compels a young man to become a Pres- 
byterian minister. It is a voluntary choice. There- 
fore honesty seems to require that he be loyal to the 
flag he has chosen, or rather that he choose a flag 
to which he can be conscientiously loyal. If he does 
not believe the Confession, why should he solemnly 
affirm that he does? Similarly, if an older minister 
changes his views and comes to disagree with his 
ordination vows, no one compels him to remain in 
the denomination. Rather honesty compels him to 
find a church with which he agrees. How can God 
be expected to bless perjury and hypocrisy in the 
pulpit ? 


The Westminster Confession was never intended 
to be either an empty form or an obstacle to church 
union. With the other reformed creeds, the Thirty- 
Nine Articles, the Heidelberg Catechism, the 
Canons of the Synod of Dort, it was a statement 
of what all the ministers earnestly believed and 
faithfully preached. These creeds were bonds of 
union, not causes of discord. Discord comes when 
men of opposing views subscribe to the same verbal 
formula. But the creeds were never intended to 
hide differences behind a veil of meaningless words. 
On the contrary, the year before St. Bartholomew’s 
massacre Bishop Jewel of the Anglican church 
wrote to Peter Martyr on the continent, ‘‘As to 
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matters of doctrine we do not differ from you by 
a nail’s breadth.” 


When the reformers attempted to sweep away the 
immorality, the idolatry, and the superstition of 
the Roman church, their first task was to discover 
precisely what the Bible taught. The creeds they 
wrote are the summaries of the main Biblical 
themes. And the culmination of this effort, benefit- 
ing by over a century of cooperative study, is the 
greatest of all the creeds, the Westminster Con- 
fession. 


The creed then is a statement of what the church 
must teach. It is the flag the church flies. It states 
the purpose for which the church exists. Lip service 
to the creed is dishonest. Diminishing its message 
is unfaithfulness. Scripture says more than the 
creed says, and this more must be preached too; but 
the creed summarizes the most important Biblical 
teachings, and these must receive the emphasis. 


The Bible is the word of God who cannot lie. 
When his truth is vigorously and fully proclaimed, 
we may expect his blessing upon it. 


The Negro Teacher 
(Raleigh News and Observer, Raleigh, N. C.) 


One individual who has a special and critical 
position in the whole problem of ending segregation 
in the schools is the Southern Negro schoolteacher. 
His problem has a special interest to North Caro- 
lina, which employs more Negro schoolteachers 
than any state in the Union. In a recent issue, The 
U. S. News and World Report presented significant 
questions and facts about this matter. It said: 


With an end to school segregation decreed for the 
South, Negro teachers there are coming up against 
a real question. It is this: Can they look to the 
Northern states for teaching jobs if these are wiped 
out by an integration of Negro and white schools 
in the South? 


The answer, on the basis of the present use of 
Negro teachers in the non-segregated schools of 
Northern states, appears to be: No. 


Negro leaders themselves are convinced that 
thousands of Negro teachers will go out of South- 
ern schools with the end of segregation. They have 
seen this happen in many Northern communities, 
with the integration of schools. They expect to see 
it happen again in the South. 


As it stands now, the South is the land of oppor- 


tunity for the Negro teacher. Seven Negro teachers 


are employed in the segregated schools of the 17 
Southern and border states and the District of Co- 
lumbia for each one employed in the 31 non-segre- 
gated states outside the South. 


A few illustrations tend to point up the differ- 
ence in the use of Negro teachers in the segregated 
and the non-segregated states. 
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Mississippi alone has as many Negro teachers in 
its schools as do the states of New York, Pennsyl- 
vania, Illinois and Kansas put together. North 
Carolina employs as many Negro teachers as do the 
seven states of New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Ohio, Michigan, California and Indiana, all put 
together. 


These figures cover all teacher employment in 
the states below college level, in both public and 
private schools. 


Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina 
and New York have about one million Negro resi- 
dents each—some of them a few more, some a few 
less. The four Southern States have segregated 
school systems. New York’s system, legally, is non- 
segregated. 


Mississippi has more than three Negro teachers 
for each one in New York. Alabama and Georgia 
employ almost five for each one in New York, 
North Carolina has more than five for each one 
in New York. 


Further consideration of the figures show that 
North Carolina employs one Negro teacher for 
every 123 Negroes in its population. New York 
employs one for every 542 Negroes in its popula- 
tion. Obviously, employment in the schools is a 
significant part of the base of the economic life of 
the Negro in the South. 


This is a matter which deserves the careful 
thought of both races in shaping any plans for our 
schools in the future. The loss of jobs in this one 
field where the Southern Negro has an equal eco- 
nom‘: change today would be a serious matter not 
merely for the Negro teachers, but the South itself. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 76 
“How may I know that I am saved?” 


Observe this very simple factual statement: If 
you have repented of your sins and have confessed 
and accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour you are 
saved. This is on no less authority than God Him- 
self who has spoken it in His Word. “ . that is 
the word which we preach; that if thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. ‘For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”’ (Romans 
10:8-10). You do not have to understand all that 
is involved in that statement. You only have to be- 
lieve that it is true because it is the Word of God, 
accept it and act upon it. That is what you do in 
other matters concerning your life. Your physician 
writes a prescription and tells you to “‘take this ac- 
cording to direction.’”’ You cannot even read it 
yourself, but you take it to the pharmacist who 
hands you in exchange for it( and the price) a 
little bottle filled with a liquid, or a pillbox con- 
taining some capsules. You have not the slightest 
knowledge of what it is. Could be a deadly poison 
for all you know; but unhesitatingly you put the 
dose in your mouth and swallow it. Why? Because 
in the first place you are in trouble and desperately 
need a remedy. Next because you have faith in your 
doctor, not only in his knowledge and skill, but in 
his desire to get you sound and well. More than 
that, you even trust the pharmacist, though you may 
not be personally acquainted with him, but you are 
willing to take the chance. He might make a tragic 


mistake in filling the prescription, for there are 
many lethal elements on his shelves; but you trust 
him, too. You accept, receive, appropriate without 
question. 


How much more you will do well to give your 
heavenly Father the same unquestioning confidence! 


Some people seem to think that in the matter of 
salvation one must have a spasm before the blessing 
becomes real; that there must be a great upsurge 
of emotional feeling. True, there have been con- 
versions accompanied by overpowering emotions, as 
in the case of a desperate outlaw suddenly realizing 
his awful mistake and at the same time ‘‘apprehend- 
ing the mercy of God in Jesus Christ,” sees the 
way to forgiveness, pardon and salvation. Saul of 
‘Tarsus must have had an experience of that kind on 
the Syrian plain when Jesus met and challenged 
him in the way; but salvation can be just as real in 
the quiet, serious acceptance by faith that God is 


true to His Word. 


And there is the definite witness of the Holy 
Spirit. ‘““Hereby we know that we dwell in him, and 
he in us, because he hath given us of His Spirit.” 


(I John 4:13). Now read John 5:24. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a leather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you _ will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 


price. 


We Invite Your Inquiry 
MANITOWOC CHURCH 


GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 
rial, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 


FURNITURE Co. 


— WAUKESHA, WISs. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 17 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Way Of Wisdom 


Background Scripture: Proverbs 3 and 4; 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 4:10-20. 


‘Every nation has its witty sayings in which the knowledge gained by experience is summarized.” There 
is this vital distinction between these proverbs and the Proverbs of the Scripture: “Underneath the super- 
ficial resemblance there is a fundamental difference between the witticisms of the nations and the Proverbs of 
God’s Word. These Proverbs are not only tersely expressed deductions from daily experience but also divine 
precepts (whether expressed or implied). Moreover, they point to the fear of Jehovah as the basic principle 


of all true knowledge. - - - This Wisdom Litera- 
ture, found in the Scripture, though similar in some 
of its aspects to that which is found elsewhere, is 
in reality in a class by itself. It points to the true 
Wisdom Who was “set up from everlasting - - - 
before the earth was.”’ (Proverbs 8:23). (Bible 
Survey, pages 293-294). 


‘‘Hebrew poetry is distinguished from prose com- 
position by that peculiarity of style called parallel- 
ism. This may be synonymous or antithetic. In the 
case of the latter, the second member generally be- 
gins with the adversative but, as in the statement 


“The fear of the Lord prolongeth days; 
But the years of the wicked shall be shortened.” 


This book, however, is more than a collection of 
pithy sayings. It has a historical background and 
throws light on the age. It was a time when new 
views appeared, a time of great wealth and lux- 
ury. With the increase of wealth came temptations 
to ignore the virtues of the fathers under which the 
nation had grown and flourished. 


It was a new age to which the counsels of this 
book are addressed, and many of them would not 
have applied to a simple, patriarchal, agricultural 
people. It is in the light of these new conditions 
that the Proverbs should be read and studied. It is 
this important fact that is frequently overlooked by 
the reader. We must keep in mind that it was a 
time endangered by the temptations of sudden 


wealth. It is true that ““The Lord is a very present 
help in time of need,” but it is equally true that the 
Lord is a greatly needed help in time of prosperity 
to preserve the soul from its snares and allurements. 
There is far less danger to the moral and spiritual 
life of the average person under limited conditions, 
and even conditions of plenty and opulence.” (New 
Analytical Bible, page 745). I have quoted at 
length from this help in order to impress upon each 
of us the fact that the Book of Proverbs is most 
applicable to the age in which we live; an age of 
great material prosperity and of great temptation. 


In our Devotional Reading we see the Theme 
of the Book; The Way of Wisdom; the right paths 
in which to walk. This Way of Wisdom leads us 


- away from every form of sin, and into the knowl- 


edge and fear of the Lord. There are two paths in 
the world; the path of the wicked, the way of evil 
men, the way of darkness; and the Path of the 
Just, which is as a shining light that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. I will not attempt 
to divide the lesson in any outline, but touch upon 
some of the outstanding verses as they come. 


I. “Forget not my Law’: 3:1-4. 


Some people seem to rebel at the idea of “Law.” 
Remember that the Law of God is Holy, Just, 
Good; how foolish to rebel against such a law! 
There are other people who “forget” the Law. 
Now, there are rich rewards to those who remember 
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and keep God’s Law. “Length of days and long 
life.”” Most of us cling to life. As we grow older 
we wonder how many more days we have on earth. 
The Law of God reveals mercy and truth. Those 
who keep God’s Law find favor with God and man. 


We glory in Salvation by Grace, and the liberty 
which we have in Christ. This freedom, however, 
is not the license to do as we please. The Law is 
a “Law of Liberty.” Being saved by Grace, we 
love His Law, and love to keep it. 


IT. “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart’: 5-10. 


We trust Him instead of ourselves. We realize 
that He knows much better than we know, what is 
best. We are not wise in our own eyes. We acknow!l- 
edge Him in all our ways, and lean not unto our 
own understanding. We consult Him before we 
make our plans, or do our work. We place all our 
material possessions in His care, and give Him His 
portion. Faith is the Foundation of our lives. It is 
the most practical grace in the world, for we walk 
by faith, not by sight. 


III. “Despise not the Chastening 
of the Lord”: 11-12. 


Whom the Lord loveth, He correcteth. The 
spoiled child is allowed to have its own way, and 
that way leads to ruin. If we really love our chil- 
dren we will train them and correct them, al- 
though it may be hard for us to do. In Hebrews 
12:5 we read, “And ye have forgotten the exhor- 
tation which speaketh unto you as unto children, 
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the 
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: for 
whom the Lord Loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas- 
tening God dealeth with you as with sons: for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not? - - - 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it 
vieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto 
them that are exercised thereby.” 


We saw in our last lesson how the chastening of 
Job, grievous though it was, resulted in his being 
a better man. I have seen those who rebelled and 
became bitter when the hand of God touched them; 
I have seen others who were softened and became 
more obedient. We have seen like results in our 
own children. One of the surest marks of a real 
Christian is the way we endure chastening. May 
all of us bear this in mind when called upon to 
suffer loss, or endure trials or sickness or pain or 
bereavement. 


IV. “Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom”: 3:35. 


The “Wisdom” spoken of, and personified in the 
Book of Proverbs, is the wisdom which comes down 
from above, which, as James so beautifully says, is 
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first pure and then peaceable, gentle and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy.” There is an 
earthly wisdom that puffs men up, making them 
proud and overbearing; there is a wisdom which is 
“earthly, sensual, devilish.” We see examples of 
this sort of wisdom in such gatherings as the United 
Nations. The Chinese and Russians have plenty of 
it, and seem to be able to outwit our diplomats in 
every move that is made. 


The wisdom of which the Proverbs speak is a 
precious possession, more to be desired than gold; 
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more precious than rubies. This wisdom keeps us 
from doing ill to our neighbor, or following the 
way of the wicked. The truly wise man turns his 
back on sin, and will be richly rewarded, for ‘“The 
wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the 
promotion of fools.” How sadly the world needs 
this kind of wisdom! Our earthly wisdom has filled 
the world with schools and colleges; filled our homes 
with marvellous inventions; filled the earth and sky 
and sea with deadly instruments of destruction, and 


has left us with fear gripping every heart. 


Oh, for the wisdom which comes down from 
above! If we had it then our leaders would be able 
to cope with the situation which confronts them, 
and save our nation. Without it we will continue 
to blunder and become more and more entangled 
in the web which. our shrewd enemies are weaving 
around us; 


V. “Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom.” °4:1-13. 

The earnest exhortation is for us to take fast 
hold of instruction: let her not go: keep her; for 
she is thy life. ~ 


The people of our time, as of Solomon’s time, 
are seeking for many things; wealth, pleasure, 
power, fame. But of what value are any, or all, of 
these, unless we have wisdom? Solomon himsel 
has been called ‘““The Foolish Wise Man,” for 
while he had much of the wisdom of this world, he 
was not wise enough to keep his heart true to God. 
He drank of every cup, like Lord Byron, and said, 
Vanity of vanities; all is vanity. Perhaps it is his 
own bitter experience which makes him so earnest 
in his pleading with men to keep in the path of 
righteousness. 


VI. “Enter not into the path of 
the wicked”: 4:14-19. 

True wisdom keeps us away from sin. The path 
of the wicked man is a hard and sorrowful path. 
It may look good to the foolish man, and we find 
many following it. A preacher went to the peni- 
tentiary to conduct services, and one of the men 
asked to be allowed to introduce him. He said that 
he and the visiting preacher went to school together. 
He chose one way, and the boy who became the 
preacher, chose the other; one landed in the peni- 


tentiary, and the other in the pulpit. Right in front | 


of our temporary home is a path which is covered 
with poison oak. We are constantly warning our 
grandchildren to keep away from it. The path of 
sin is a poisonous path; “Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away.” The path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 


VII. “Keep thy heart with all diligence for out 
of it are the issues of life.” “Watch your Heart” 
is the heading of an article by a doctor. Solomon 
said the same thing many centuries ago. He was 
speaking of the “hidden man of the heart’; our 


souls. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 17 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Christ Looks Over The City” 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord” 
Prayer 
Scripture: Luke 19:37-44 
Hymn: “Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of 
Offering 
Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us: O’er The Tumult”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

In our Scripture lesson we heard that Christ 
looked upon the city and wept for it. Of course, it 
was not the city itself that saddened Him, but it 
was the people of the city and their attitudes that 
caused Him sorrow. We can be sure that Christ 1s 
concerned as He looks upon our cities today. If 
Christ is concerned, then the church must take 
interest in the cities, because the Church is the body 
of Christ. Whatever is important to Christ must be- 
come important to His Church. 


Our speakers will point out some of the aspects 
of city life which must surely be a concern to Christ, 
and they will suggest ways by which the Church, as 
Christ’s body, should be working to meet the needs 
and solve the problems of our cities. 


First Speaker: 

Our nation was once largely rural, but now it ts 
predominantly urban. Most of its people live in 
cities. Some people say that our denomination ( Pres- 
byterian Church U. S.) is a rural church while 
others say that it is an urban church. Both are cor- 
rect. The majority of our churches are in small 
town or rural areas, but the majority of our mem- 
bers are to be found in the cities. The churches 
which are growing most rapidly are in urban areas, 
and most of the new churches are being established 
in or near cities. Christ has always been interested 
in people, and people are being concentrated in the 
cities. 

Another faetor of city life which is important to 
Christ is the effect this concentration of population 
has on the people who are involved in it. There are 
many economic and cultural advantages to living in 
a city, but there are also problems. It is not just a 
matter of chance that cities are looked on as the 
centers of sin. Of course, people who live on a 
farm are tempted to sin, and they are sinful, but 
the closeness of city living seems to make temptation 
and evil more dangerous. In the city more people 
must live closer to evil elements and they are likely 
to have more leisure time to be exposed to it. Judg- 
ing from all we read and hear and see, there must 
be a great deal of sin in our cities. Christ is always 
concerned with sin. 

We know that the Church must share Christ’s 
concern for the masses of people who are threatened 
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by a mountain of sin, but how shall the Church ap- 
proach the problem? The Gospel of Christ is the 
answer. The Gospel is that which can meet the 
needs of all the people, and the Gospel is the power 
to overcome sin. The task of the church as it looks 
upon its cities is a task of evangelism. It means that 
the church must be faithful in presenting a clear 
evangelistic message through its teaching and preach- 
ing, and it means that the church must take the 
Gospel to people individually. Christians must be 
willing to deliver the Gospel on a_ house-to-house 
and person-to-person basis. This is the way we can 
express the concern of Christ for the masses of urban 
people who are so apt to be overcome by sin. 
Second Speaker: 

Christ wept over Jerusalem, and He might well 
weep over our cities today because of their imper- 
sonality. Christ was not only interested in people 
generally, He was interested in persons as_ indi- 
viduals. Our God is a personal God, and His Son 
Jesus Christ looks upon each of His creatures as 
individuals. It is a known fact that city life is very 
impersonal. The masses count for a great deal, but 
there is a tendency for the individual to be almost 
ignored. We cannot believe that Christ would have 
been pleased with this way of reckoning human 
worth. 

What can the church do to express Christ’s con- 
cern for individuals? It can do what Christ did— 
think of people as persons and love them. There is 
a danger of city churches becoming impersonal. 
This seems to be one of the prices a church has to 
pay when it becomes large. There is no actual in- 
tention of ignoring people just as there is no in- 
tention of a city’s becomimg impersonal, but it 
gradually develops until the members of the church 
do not know or care about each other, much less 
those who are outside of the church but living in 
its shadow. The church has a marvellous opportun- 
ity to show itself different from the rest of the 
world by taking a personal interest in individual 
persons for what they are. There is nothing that 
warms a man’s heart more than to have someone 
show a personal concern for him. That is the way 
Christ wins His way into the hearts of people, and 
unless we in the church follow the same method, 
we will be misrepresenting Him. 

City churches are often large, and their people 
are often already accustomed to impersonal relations 
with others. For these very reasons city churches 
should strive especially hard to become warm and 
personal in relations among their own members. 
When the members of the church come to regard 
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ, then 
they can be more effective in communicating the per- 
sonal love of Christ to those whom they seek to win. 
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Women’s Work 


A Book Of Meditations 
And Verse 


“Blessed is the man who has learned to live in 
two worlds,” says Dr. Ralph Spaulding Cushman 
in his book MepiraTions AND VERSES ON LIVING 
In Two Wor tps, published by Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 


“Perhaps there have been times when Christians 
could have been accused of ‘other worldliness,’ but 
not in our times. Our peril is worldliness and more 
worldliness.”” Thus Bishop Cushman points out the 
lopsidedness of our times and pleads for the abun- 
dant life that results from living in both the visible 
and the invisible world—the earthly and the spirit- 
ual. In these fourteen devotional meditations and 
fourteen new poems he guides his readers in their 
“living in two worlds.” 


In portraying the true followers of Christ, Bishop 
Cushman shows that they must accept and adjust 
to life in this world but at the same time keep their 
eyes on the Unseen. With Christ in their hearts 
they look steadfastly toward the other world of the 
life that is to come. 


These personal devotions and poems reveal the 
warm human understanding and simple wisdom 
which over the years have drawn literally hundreds 
of thousands of readers to Bishop Cushman’s books. 
Long known as a poet and writer on religious sub- 
jects, he brings to his books sympathetic insight, a 
fine sense of Christian values, and illustrations close 
to the heart. 


October Bible Mastery Month 
The book for use in Bible Mastery Month this 


year is Ephesians, selected by the committee in line 
with the study of the women of our Church. This 
will give every woman an opportunity for a better 
understanding and appreciation of this great Epistle 
which emphasizes the oneness of all believers in 


the Church, the body of Christ. 


The Bible Mastery plan is for the repeated read- 
ing of the book selected throughout the month, read- 
ing it daily and in a variety of versions. It is always 
profitable to look for something definite in each 
reading of the book. The great emphases of Ephesians 
on prayer, grace, love, unity, faith, the Triune 
God, etc., should lead to a profitable experience in 
study through the finest method of Bible study— 
that of thoughtful reading of the Word. 


A bookmark setting forth the plan and a definite 
guide to the reading of Ephesians with suggested 
emphases in the book is available from the Board 
of Women’s Work, price 50c per 100. On the re- 
verse side of the bookmark there are suggested topics 
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for united prayer for Church Extension in th's 
month when we emphasize this phase of our 
Church’s work. 


Church News 


Still They Come... 


Charlotte Session 
Votes Against Union 


The Session of the Caldwell Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Charlotte, N. C., at its regular 
meeting, Sunday, September 19, 1954, went on 
record by a vote of 14 to 1 opposing the proposed 
union of our Presbyterian Church, U. S., (South- 
ern) with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
(Northern), and the United Presbyterian Church. 


Some of the reasons for this action are as follows: 


1—The doctrinal laxity among so many of the 
ministers of the Northern Presbyterian Church, and 
in sO many institutions of that denomination. 


2—We believe the centralization of power in the 
hands of a few, as exists in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, is un-Presbyterian, un-Democratic, 
and dangerous to the welfare of the Church. The 
policy of the Northern Church which permits and 
encourages this practice is written into the Plan 
of Union. 


3—We believe the proposed union would, if 
consummated, adversely affect our Home and For- 
eign Mission work. In a straw vote 70% of our 
Foreign Missionaries voted against Union. 


4—The union, if consummated, will inevitably 
cause a split in our denomination that will injure 
the cause of Christ in our section for many years. 


5—We fear the effect of the modernistic ideas 
of the leaders of the Northern Church in the fields 
of race relationships and economic policies. 


South Highland 
Congregation Votes 


Following a series of informative talks on the 
proposed Plan of Union, at which both sides were 
presented by men representing the two view points, 
the congregation of the South Highland Presby- 
terian Church, Birmingham, Alabama, held a con- 
gregational meeting on September 12th to express 
their opinion of the proposed Plan. The vote was 
246 against union and 45 for. 


In addition, at a retreat for the young people of 
this same church, the young people had presented 
to them both sides of the issue. They then took a 
vote which was 40 against union and 3 for. 
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Comnetilive Scholarship Contest 


Each year since 1945, twenty scholarships have been awarded to young men 


and women who did excellent work in the Competitive Scholarship Contest: 


What use have they made of their college opportunities? 
Almost without exception they have done outstanding work in college — both 
academically, and in campus activities. 


Of those who entered college prior to 1951, 75% have gone on to graduate 
from our own Presbyterian colleges. Others have transferred to other institu- 


tions in order to take special courses. 


Two men have gone on to study as Rhodes Scholars. A number of others have 
been awarded Fulbright, Danforth, and other scholarships for graduate study. 


How are they serving the Church? 
Three men have become ministers. 


Twenty-three others are candidates for the ministry, or for mission service. 
Seven young women have become Directors of Christian Education, or are 
preparing for such work; seven others have decided to become ministers’ wives 


instead. 
Our college presidents agree that these scholarships are a good investment. 


YOU MAY ATTEND the Presbyterian college of your choice. 


Senior College President Address 
Agnes Scott Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Th.D., LL.D. Decatur, Ga. 
Austin : John D. Moseley, M.A., LL.B. Sherman, Tex. 
Belhaven Rev. R. McFerran Crowe, Th.M., D.D. Jackson, Miss. 
Centre Rev. Walter A. Groves, Ph.D. Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Rev. John R. Cunningham, LL.D. Davidson, N. C. 
Davis & Elkins Rev.- David K. Allem, Elkins, W. Va. 
Flora Macdonald........... Rev. Marshall Woodson, M.A., Th.D............. Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney Rev. Edgar G. Gammon, Line Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King Rev. R. T. L. Liston, Ph.D. Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin Charles W. McKenzie, Ph.D. Staunton, Va. 
i. wcsuninsinia Rev. J. Rupert McGregor, Th.D....... Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian Marshall W. Brown, Ped.D. Clinton, S. C. 
Queens Edwin R. Walker, Ph.D. Charlotte, N. C. 
Southwestern Peyton N. Rhodes, Ph.D. : Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman .Rev. Sam Burney Hay, D.D. Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Westminster Rev. William W. Hall, Jr., Ph.D. Fulton, Mo. 

Junior College 
Robert. G. Landolt, M.A... Jackson, Ky. 
Fletcher Nelson, Mic... Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell ........ John Mentpomers, Statesville, N.C. 
Wm. C. Preeti, Raleigh, N. C. 
Presbyterian Junior......Rev. Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D. Maxton, N. C. 
Schreiner Andrew Edington, M.A. Kerrville, Tex. 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


RICHMOND 49, VA. 
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Still They Come! 


To The Members of 
Evergreen Presbyterian Church: 


Subject: Organic Union 


We, the undersigned Elders and Deacons of Ever- 
green Presbyterian Church, believe that the present 
plan of organic union will not further the King- 


dom of Christ. 


We are of the opinion that the presentation of 
both sides of the question is of paramount impor- 
tance. It is our judgment that thus far the discus- 
sion of the matter to the Congregation has been in 
favor of the present plan of union or has been lack- 
ing in real objectivity. 


Therefore, at our own expense and humbly mind- 
ful of our church vows to seek the purity and unity 
of the church, we enclose the presentation of some 
arguments against union formulated by a prominent 


Elder in our Presbyterian Church U. S. 


We request that you read and study this pamph- 
let prayerfully and carefully so that you may be well 
informed and speak intelligently to the Session of 
Evergreen, which must elect representatives to the 
Memphis Presbytery to cast a vote for or against 
union. 


Sincerely, 
Robert S. Love E. A. Alburty 
T. M. Lowry J. H. Arnold 
Ed. Lipscomb C. B. Cook 


Buford Norman 


Vincent C. O’Leary 


Guy Claxton 
Claude Crump 


M. G. McClanahan J. P. Chase 
J. W. Magennis Gene Early, Jr. 
Robert W. Parham F. C. Ellis 


W. J. Stotz 

John H. Quinn 
John A. Rollow 
J. T. Roberts 
Otis M. Smith 
H. R. Thompson 
Be Jr. 
Ernest Williams 


Eugene Early, Sr. 
Franklin Ellis, Jr. 
S. C. Halliburton 
W. S. Hiltpold 
Douglas Johnston 
George M. Klepper 
Bill Klinke 


Florida Presbytery 


Florida Presbytery convened in its stated fall 
meeting in the Presbyterian Church of Chattahoo- 
chee, Fla., Tuesday, September 21, 1954. 


Rev. L. S$. Magbee was elected moderator. The 
sermon was preached by Rev. W. T. Martin, Jr. 
Mr. S$. H. Lambert of the Pensacola First Church 
was received as a candidate for the ministry and 
candidate Mr. Parker Perkins was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Lexington. Rev. J. M. Gammon was 
received from the Presbytery of New Orleans and 
a commission was appointed to install him pastor 
of the Madison Church. Another commission was 
appointed to organize another Presbyterian Church 


in Tallahassee, Fla. Rev. R. E. McCaskill was 
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heard in behalf of Thornwell Orphanage. The Pres- 
bytery voted 57 to 7 against the union with other 
Presbyterian bodies. It also overtured the next As- 
sembly to discontinue Committee on Cooperation 
and Union. Elder Ernest Mason of the Pensaco!a 
First Church was elected moderator nominee for 
the next stated meeting in April. Presbytery ad- 
journed to meet in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., Tuesday, January 13, 
1955. 
—D. C. Young, S. C. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Mecklenburg Presbytery for its 206th stated ses- 
sion met in the Cook’s Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. The retiring moderator, Mr. J. B. Kuy- 
kendall, was succeeded by his pastor, Rev. Warner 
L. Hall, Ph.D., of the Covenant Presbyterian 
Church. Rev. Robert Turner, associate minister of 
the Covenant Church, preached the opening sermon. 
Mrs. G. L. Cook, widow of the pioneering founder 
of the church, gave a superb historical sketch of the 
organization. Rev. John W. Grier read a memorial 
to Rev. Charles Howie Little. 


Rev. Hugh M. Jefferson was received from Gran- 
ville Presbytery and a commission was appointed 
to install him pastor of the South Park Presbyterian 
Church on October 6th at 7:30 P.M. Mr. Billy 
Shaw Howell, Jr., a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Charlotte, a senior in the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and president of the West- 
minster Fellowship at the University, was received 
under the care of the Presbytery as a candidate for 
the ministry. 


A budget for benevolences of $504,304.00 was 
adopted and appportioned to the 109 churches ac- 
cording to the new formula approved by the As- 
sembly and the Synod. The Commission on the 
Minister and His Work reported: that the pastoral 
relations between the Newéll Presbyterian Church 
and Rev. W. M. Walsh, D.D., had been dissolved 
and that he had been put on the roll of honorably 
retired ministers; that Rev. Milos Strupl had been 
transferred to Concord Presbytery; that Rev. W. B. 
Neel was serving the Robinson Church for a year 
as temporary supply. 


The minimum salary was raised from $3,000.00 
to $3,300.00 for a single minister and from 
$3,300.00 to $3,600.00 for a married minister—a 
manse and annuity provided in each case. Camp 
Stewart is in the budget for an additional $4,800.00. 
Of this, $3,000.00 is to be used to replace cabins 


with permanent structures. 


Rev. Russell M. Kerr, pastor of the Philadelphia 
Presbyterian Church, was nominated for moderator 
of the next meeting at a place to be determined by 
the Presbytery’s Council. Rev. F. C. Debele, Stated 
Clerk, was assisted by Rev. A. Leslie Thompson 
and Rev. B. Frank Yandell. There were enrolled 


62 elders, 79 ministers and 16 visitors. 
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fl. MAC ARTHUR 


SYNGMAN RHEE 


GENERAL WILLIAM K, HARRISON, JR. 


seen the League in action at home and on the 
foreign field. They know that PTL is doing a 
tremendously worthwhile and conscientious job 
of Scripture distribution and evangelization among 
American service men, and to soldiers and civil- 
ians in Korea, Japan and Formosa. 

YOU CAN SUPPORT PTL WITH CONFIDENCE. 


MEN OF vasuenen. beth in euvensiian You can give your prayerful support to the Pocket 
and military service, endorse the work of Testament League with the assurance that this is 
The Pocket Testament League. They have in the highest sense the work of the Lord. 


Help us take the Word of God to a lost and needy world. Write te: 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The Docket Testament, League 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOR K 


Passing of Rev. E. M. Somerville 
Rev. Edward Marcellus Somerville died on Au- 


gust 19 in an Atlanta hospital after an illness of 
several months. He had been the Minister of Chris- 
tian Education at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Macon, Georgia since his graduation in 1953 from 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur. He was 
ordained in that church in September, 1953. 


Son of the Rev. and Mrs. W. G. Somerville, 
now of Barnardsville, N. C., he was born in Steeles 
Tavern, Va., and was educated at York High 
School, York, S. C., and Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton, S. C., before going to the seminary. He had 
planned to serve in the foreign mission field. 


During World War II, Mr. Somerville served 
in combat with the U. S. Army in Europe. 


Mr. Somerville is survived by his wife, the form- 
er Miss: Lalla Brown of St. George, S. C.; two 
small daughters, Lalla Brown and Anne Notting- 
ham Somerville; a sister and five brothers. Another 
brother, Severn Somerville, was killed in combat 
in Korea. 


Funeral services were held in St. George, S. C., 
on August 21, with the Rev. John R. Hornick in 
charge of services, assisted by Dr. A. G. Harris and 
Rev. A. C. Holler. 


Queens Opening Fall Semester 


Charlotte, N. C. — Queens College has begun 
the 1954-55 session with the largest enrollment in 
five years, Dr. Edwin R. Walker, president, said 
recently. With 420 students enrolled, Queens has 
a freshman class of 142. 


In discussing enrollment figures, Dr. Walker 
pointed out that the record registration of this year 
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came in spite of the fact that the Admissions Com- 
mittee found it necessary to turn down a higher 
percentage of applicants than in the past. Boarding 
student enrollment is the highest in the history of 
the college; and an additional dormitory, Frazer 


Hall, has been opened. 


For several years Frazer Hall has been used for 
faculty apartments; and, with the opening of the 
Belk Residence Hall in September 1953, it was pos- 
sible to continue faculty use of Frazer. Because of 
this year’s increase in boarding students, however, 
Frazer Hall has been completely redecorated and 
renovated for permanent use as a residence hall for 
upper classmen. 


Kings Mountain Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Kings Mountain was called 
to order by the Moderator, Elder W. Roy Robin- 
son, Tuesday morning at 9:30 A.M. as it convened 
for its Stated Fall meeting in the historic Union 
Presbyterian Church. In welcoming the 36 minis- 
ters and 34 Elder representatives, Reverend B. Hoyt 
Evans, pastor of the Union Church, spoke of the 
grand history of the Church which was organized 
in 1850. Mr. Evans introduced his father, Elder 
B. H. Evans of the Weaverville Church, to the 
Presbytery. New elders introduced to the Presby- 
tery were Elder Raymond Long of Armstrong Me- 
morial, Elder Reid Sharar of Unity and Elder H. 
F. Hogue of West Avenue. 


Standing Committees appointed for the meeting 
of Presbytery were: Bills and Overtures, Elder W. 
Roy Robinson, Rev. Joseph Wagner and Rev. 
James B. Bradley; Resolutions, Rev. D. O. Me- 
Innis, Rev. A. R. Craig, and Elder Fred Baird. 


The Moderator Nominee, Rev. S. L. McKay of 
Dallas was elected Moderator of the Presbytery by 
acclamation. 
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At the request of the retiring Moderator, Elder 
W. Roy Robinson, Reverend J. Eade Anderson, 
pastor of the Olney Presbyterian Church, preached 
the Retiring Moderator’s sermon, using as his text 
Gal. 6:14. The ensuing Communion Service was 
presided over by Reverend James L. Mays of Lin- 
colnton and Reverend Burton Sherrod of Stanley, 
assisted by Elders D. F. Whisonant, Robert C. 
Kindrick, A. C. Harper and George B. Ratchford 
of the Union Church. 


Reverend Joseph C. Kavach was received into 
the Presbytery and accepted a call to the Columbus 
Church. The time for the installation of Mr. Ko- 
vach was set as November 7 at 3 P.M. in the Co- 
lumbus Church with the Commission of Presbytery 
to install named as: Rev. A. R. Craig to preach the 
sermon, Rev. Joseph C. Wagner to Charge the Pas- 
tor, Elder Ennis Jackson to Charge the Congrega- 
tion and Elder N. W. Crenshaw to complete the 
Commission. 


Rev. J. H. Buchardt was received into the Pres- 
bytery and accepted a call to the New Hope Pres- 
byterian Church. His installation was set for Oc- 
tober 10 at 7:30 P.M. with the Commission to in- 
stall named as: Rev. R. N. Ratchford to preside 
and propound the constitutional questions, Rev. S. 
L. McKay to Charge the Pastor, Rev. B. Hoyt 
Evans, Elders Wayne Fite and Lenonard Brandon 
being members of this commission. 


Elders W. B. Crenshaw of Spindale, James A. 
Nixon of Unity and E. M. Craig of Cramerton 
with Rev. G. A. Riddle of Cherryville, Rev. P. D. 
Patrick of Kings Mountain and Rev. W. H. Pruitt 
of Spindale reported their attendance upon the re- 
cent meeting of the General Assembly. These repre- 
sentatives of the Presbytery to the General Assembly 
were appointed as a committee to report on the plan 
for union at the January meeting of the Presbytery. 


Rev. J. H. Dulin, upon his request was Honor- 
ably Retired from the active ministry. Mr. Dulin 
makes his home near Clover, S. C. 


In a meeting of Presbytery’s Council the follow- 
ing Committee was appointed to promote the three 
year program of the Church “Forward With 
Christ”: Rev. J. E. Anderson, Rev. A. R. Craig, 
Rev. J. S. Brown, Elders Phillip Padgett of Kings 
Mountain and J. A. Burgen of Lincolnton. 


The Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Shelby 
Presbyterian Church on January 18, 1955. Elder 
Hugh Arrowood of the Shelby Church is the mod- 


erator nominee. 


Billy Graham In Chapel 
At Montreat 

Montreat, N. C. — Evangelist Billy Graham, 
speaking here at morning chapel, urged students of 


Montreat College and Montreat Preparatory School 
to invest their talents in Christ. 
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Using the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew as a 
background for his informal talk, Dr. Graham told 
the students that their talents must be put to use 
if we are to survive this critical time. 


“Never before in history,” he said, “have there 
been so many things going on. And never before 
has the danger, the responsibility and the oppor- 
tunity been so great.”’ 


Telling of sitting in the House of Commons in 
London recently, the famed evangelist noted that 
the British leaders’ talk of the Hydrogen Bomb 
was filled with pessimism and lack of hope. 


“And I believe,” Dr. Graham warned, “that un- 


_ less we are able to overcome this danger, we will 


see the large industrial centers of the United States 
wiped out within ten years.” 


He emphasized that the only hope lies in the 
opportunity for the young people of the present 
generation to correct the blunders of the past gener- 
ation. 


“And what is it going to take?” he asked. “It’s 
going to take dedication, surrender and prayer. It 
can be done if you will let Christ take over your 


life.” 


Dr. Graham gave examples of beautiful movie 
star Coleen Townsend, famed singer Jenny Lind 
and a popular English actress converted during his 
London tour—all of whom took their talents and 
offered them to Christ for His work. 


As in the parable of the talents, the Montreat 
evangelist pointed out, all of us may not have a lot 
of talent. But it is our duty to use what we have, 
no matter how little, in serving Christ. 


“He will do things for you that you never thought 
possible, once you have given yourself to Christ. 
You can walk from this chapel relaxed and free, 
perfectly in tune with life.” * 


“I pray,” he concluded, “that you too will let 
Christ take over your life. Invest yeur talents in 
Him.” 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. 
Guaranteed $7.95 walue or money refunded. 
Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 1704 West 
Farwell Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 


Minister desires interview with pulpit commit- 
tees seeking pastor. For further details write 
c/o Box 68, Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. 


“TI hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Pre 

| 

SOL 

Ho 

teri 

$10 

mis 

the 

eve 

the 

as 

Yo 

Ea 

Dr 

ly 

dil 

plic 

wo 

bo 

ant 

do 

the 

bu 

al 

aff 

an 

m: 

a | 

tle 

ag 

S 

V 

| E 

te 


All books reviewed in this department may be 
secured, postpaid, by ordering from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 


THE Gop-CENTERED LIFE - THE PRoveRBS OF 
SoLOMON. Martin A. Hopkins, D.D. Rev. M. A. 
Hopkins, 2620 Hillegass Avenue, Apt. 1, Berkeley 
4, California. $ .35. 


Dr. Hopkins is well-known in Southern Presby- 
terian Church circles. He is a distinguished mis- 
sionary who served for many years on the China 
mission field. 


During Dr. Hopkins’ stay in China he prepared 
an original and suggestive topical arrangement of 
the book of Proverbs. He has included somewhere, 
every verse and has shown its relevancy to the 


theme ‘‘A God-Centered Life.” 


The author likes to think of the book of Proverbs 
as ““God’s Handbook on the Art of living for 
Young and Old—Laws from Heaven for Life on 
Earth.” In a fine descriptive paragraph on Proverbs, 
Dr. Hopkins writes, ‘““Proverbs is the most intense- 
ly practical book in the whole Bible and should be 
diligently and constantly read, pondered and ap- 
plied to daily life by all, young and old, men and 
women alike. It should be the companion and hand- 
book of every boy and girl and every young man 
and young woman. It contains the condensed wis- 
dom of ages focused upon the practical affairs and 
the problems of daily life especially in this world; 
but its outlook is ever on the eternal world that 
always lies just around the corner. It links the 
affairs of this earthly life with God, eternity, heaven 
and hell.” 


It is evident that the preparation of this topical 
arrangement has required long hours of study and 
many readings of the book. The author has made 
a great contribution in giving us the deeper insights 
derived from his studies. 


This reviewer would like to recommend this lit- 
tle book for study among high school and college 
age students. Materials are here for a number of 
Sunday evening studies. 


—John R. Richardson. 


FrRoM ETERNITY To ETERNITY. Erich Sauer. 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Price $3.00. 


The author’s two previous books ‘“The Dawn of 
World Redemption” and “The Triumph of the 
Crucified” have had a wide circulation in both 
Europe and America and this third volume is writ- 
ten to carry on the principles set forth in the two 
others so that they together form a triology. In 
this work he elucidates the unfolding of the history 
of salvation and the character of the divine purposes. 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 

Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The author maintains that the Bible is the most 
world-embracing of all books, the mightiest his- 
torical organism; the book of mankind. In the 
midst of the general history of mankind, God be- 
gins a special historical revelation in which He 
makes Himself present to the sinner as Redeemer 
and Lord. He concurs in the statement that “The 
march of the Gospel in the world is the proper 
theme of world history.” 


From the beginning to the end this volume is 
thoroughly Christocentric. Dr. Sauer writes, “It 
is through the Son that God executes all His plans. 
In the Divine Being the Son, precisely as Son, is 
the self-effulgence of the God-head to Itself viewed 
inwardly and upward; and in an exactly similar 
way, from the moment that God completed the act 
of creating, the Son is the self-effulgence of the God- 
head outwardly and downward. He is the Mediator, 
the ‘worn’ through which God speaks, the personal 
living Organ of manifestation concerning His na- 
ture and will. Christ is the center of the mighty 
moving circle of the whole history of God’s crea- 
tion, the radiant central sun, the illuminating 
life-center of all Divine Revelation.” 


The divine plan of redemption, according to the 
author, stretches from eternity to eternity. In the 
events of the whole universe God displays Himself 
as the eternally Faithful, and Christ, as Himself 
God, revealing and revealed, is the living Guar- 
antor of these eternal Divine counsels of salvation. 


There are three main sections in this volume. The 
first part discusses God’s plan of salvation in Christ: 
The second part elaborates on the Bible as the rec- 
ord of God’s dealings with man. The last portion 
features the “coming kingdom of God” and con- 
siders objections to this point of view. 


Although the author is a staunch believer in the 
Millennial kingdom, he is honest enough to recog- 
nize the fact that the history of Chiliasm shows a 
one-sidedness that has produced a bewildered escha- 
tology. Such excrescences were found in certain 
fanatical and sectarian movements as early as the 
time of the Reformation and later especially with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Seventh Day Adventists. 
He feels that it is perfectly natural that men with 
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calm theological training should have a strong re- 
action to these extremes. On the other hand he says 
that in the light of the history of theology it would 
be an erroneous verdict if one should get the im- 
pression that the expectation of a literal millennial 
kingdom is an error founded only among fanatics 
or untrained Bible teachers. He remarks that an 
extreme may serve to beget another extreme but 
this does not justify either the one or the other. 


All of our readers will not be able to endorse 
all of the author’s eschatological views but will cer- 
tainly find his writings to be suggestive and stimu- 
lating. At all times the author is reverent in his 
exposition of the Scriptures and he firmly believes 
in a full living inspiration because of the spiritual 
energy which pervades even the smallest portion of 


the Bible. —John R. Richardson. 


NEHEMIAH THE Stanley Edwin 
Anderson. Van Kampen Press. Price $2.50. 


The book of Nehemiah, according to the author, 
is a practical guide to the solving of pastoral prob- 
lems in the overseeing of the church. He believes 
that the problems of the modern church and nations 
today are not too dissimilar in scope to those of 
Nehemiah’s time. So the leader in our day finds 
God ready to undergird with guidance from the 
Holy Scriptures. Bible classes and Bible Institutes 
will find Nehemiah The Executive excellent for 
study. 


THE Winpows Heaven. Elise Fraser. Van 
Kampen Press. Price $2.50. 


Elise Fraser is the author of many articles and 
serials which have been published in Christian maga- 
zines. She has specialized in advance work in fiction 
and article writing at Northwestern University. In 
this volume she has given us a Christian novel 
which shows that through trial, sorrow and disap- 
pointments young people can find the adequacy of 
Christ to meet every need. 


JeHOVAH’s WitNesseEs. Philosophical Library. 
Price $2.75. 


This book was written to tell who Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses are and what they teach. This volume will 
give you impartial information concerning the peo- 
ple you see standing on the street corner selling 
“The Watch Tower,” and how they are connected 
with “Pastor” Russell and “Judge’’ Rutherford. 


PLAyLets Anp PoreMs For CHURCH SCHOOL. 
Flora E. Breck. W. A. Wilde Co. Price $1.50. 


Most of the selections in this book are intended 
for young children, but a number of them can be 
used for adults. The program material has been 
selected so that a minimum of time and effort is 
required for its presentation. 
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THE Story Or THe Mancer. William Allen 
Knight. W. A. Wilde Co. Price $1.00. 


This little book is published in celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the ministry ““THE SONG Or 
Our Syrian Guest.” It tells what came to pass in 
Bethlehem. It brings the marvel of Christmas time 
to our strenuous modern life. It is indeed a charm- 
ing story graphically told. 


Gop Anp Space-Time. Alfred P. Stiernotte. 
Philosophical Library. Price $3.00. 


This book is an analysis of the religious thinking 
of Samuel Alexander. The studies here, however, 
extend far beyond the philosophy of Alexander, 
great as his philosophical achievement may have 
been. The value of this book will be limited very 
largely to students of philosophy of religion. 


More Piays ANpD PAGEANTS. Ernest K. Emu- 
rian. W. A. Wilde Co. Price $2.50. 


Here are ten non-royalty plays and pageants for 
school, church and general use that can be presented 
in whole or in part. For example, Home Sweet 
Home dramatizes in two acts the true story of the 
writing of this famous song. For patriotic purposes 
The Star Spangled Banner portrays a detailed his- 
tory of both the words and music of our national 
anthem. God Of Our Fathers re-creates the writing 
of the Declaration of Independence. The New 
Colossus tells the story of Emma Lazarus and of 
her sonnet which adorns the interior wall of the 
pedestal of The Statue of Liberty. The final chap- 
ter contains a complete script for a living dramati- 
zation of Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting, The 
Last Supper, and is ideal for Palm Sunday or Holy 
Week. 


THE PropHetic Putpit. Albert J. Lindsey, 
D.D. Berne Witness Company. 


Dr. Lindsey laments the fact that there is an ab- 
sence of a sound and intelligent presentation of the 
prophetic message of the Bible in the majority of 
our churches. He senses the fact that too often 
somewhat wild-eyed fanatics have prejudiced the 
church against this portion of Scripture. As a result, 
he believes the church has suffered tremendous 
losses. 


In this volume we are presented with a consistent 
development of the over-all prophetic picture. 


The first chapter deals with the prophetic pulpit. 
He maintains if one endeavors to speak upon pro- 
phetic subjects such a person is at once pigeon-holed 
as either ‘“‘an old-fashioned, out-of-date minister or 
one who may have fanatical leanings.” In view of 
this fact the author seeks to counteract such a notion 
by stressing three propositions. The first is that 
prophecy is God’s warning and instruction to the 
nations. Secondly, prophesy holds an honored place 
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in preaching through all ages. Third, the neglect of 
prophecy has been costly to the Church of Christ. 
Dr. Lindsey believes that when men and women are 
everywhere asking the old question “Watchman 
what of the night?” the minister should have some- 
thing to say from the Scriptures if he is to be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. 


Prophecy, according to Dr. Lindsey, not only 
tells us about the future but also explains the pres- 
ent. He writes, “Many are sincerely asking ques- 
tions as to why things are as they are in and about 
the church during this present age. Is modern 
Christendom supposed to be as it is? Is it running 
true to form and following the pattern that the 
prophetic word has outlined ? These and other ques- 
tions are all answered in the Bible.” In this connec- 
tion the author has an excellent chapter giving an 
exposition of Matthew 13. 


In eschatology the author holds to the prémil- 
lennial view. This concept is set forth in his chapter 


entitled, ‘‘Prophecy and Christ’s Return” based on. 


Matthew 24 :29-44. 


It goes without saying that the subject treated 


in this volume is controversial in nature. Good 
Christians differ as to details of interpretation in 
this field. At a time when the church is thinking 
more seriously upon the eschatological portions of 


Scripture this book is timely and stimulating. The 
reading of this work will be rewarding even to, ':::: 


those who do not share all of the author’s view. 


—John R. Richardson. 


‘THE SOVEREIGNTY OF Gop. A. W. Pink, Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $2.75. 


Attentive readers will be struck by the sublime- 
ness of this subject and the well-formed plan in 
which the author sets it forth. He magnifies God’s 
Supremacy which is the indispensable stronghold of 
a believer’s faith. 


Some of the troublesome questions to which this 
book gives satisfying answers are: For whom did 
Christ die? Has His purpose been defeated? Will 
the last day witness a defeated Saviour? Is the Holy 
Spirit trying to bring the world to Christ? Are 
earthquakes, tornadoes, etc., sent by God or are 
they the outworking of the impersonal laws of na- 
ture? This book gives God His proper place in 
theological thought and will be profitable reading 
for all Christian believers. 


GENIUS OF GENEVA. L. Penning. William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Price $3.00. 


In this stimulating life-sized picture of Calvin, 
the author explains perhaps more clearly than any 
other biographer in a popular account, Calvin’s 
incredible and far-reaching influence on not only his 
own age but on every succeeding age in politics as 
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well as religion. Here we see the man Calvin: a 
man of infinite tenderness as well as of great tem- 
per; one who despised money for himself, but who 
thought it very important when counseling a friend 
entertaining thoughts of marriage. He was a man 
who would turn night into day te accomplish his 
(;od-appointed task despite physical infirmities which 
caused him to suffer more than most men. Calvin 
was, as Penning shows us, a man in whom the brain 


- and heart of European Protestantism worked. This 


work shows us very clearly that Calvin was one of 
the most potent intellectual forces in the Christian 
world. No intelligent person can afford to close his 


eyes to the Genius of Geneva. 


Mary Miller. Fleming 
H. Revell Publishing Company. Price $2.50. 


This volume gives picture-stories of Jesus. It is 


the life of Jesus told in a fascinating series of 


picture-stories. This new book features fifty-six full 
color illustrations, each reverently portrayed by 


~ Harold Copping, one of the most gifted of all 


Bible artists. Supplementing each picture is a story 
by Mary Miller who with years of experience re- 


‘lating the stories of Jesus to children, has captured 


-- 


the spirit of illustrations as well as the authentic 
Biblical narrative. This is a book. for all who love 


‘the greatest life story of all times. It can be read 


7 young children and read to the ati 


-Goop News IN Bap TIMEs. J. Edwin Orr. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. Price $3.50. 


Dr. Orr is an outstanding Christian leader of 
our day who has made a special study of revivals 
and evangelistic campaigns. He believes that there 
is a Christian awakening in the world today. He 
tells the story of this awakening vividly and with 
the intensity of an eye-witness. He has been the 
central figure in the revival movement current in 
South America. 


The author has the ability by means of a facile 
pen to take his readers into the same experiences 
so that they feel a part of what is going on— in the 
Bible study and prayer groups being held through- 
out America. The reader of this volume will find it 
to be a heart-stirring experience. 


Tue SERVANT OF JEHOVAH. David Baron. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. Price $2.95. 


Written as only a dedicated missionary to the 
Israelites could write it, this is a penetrating analy- 
sis of the Son of God as a servant as pictured in 
Isaiah 53. The author is acknowledged as an au- 
thority on the history of Israel and:the writings of 
the Old Testament. This book will prove valuable 
not only for devotional reading but also as source 
material on the death and resurrection of Christ. 
It will be of special interest for ministers, Bible 
students and Sunday school teachers. 


PAGE 19 


he 
1é 
n- * 
e. 
y 
]- 
| 


